


https://iowadnr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/378fda56d7ec428db5112639e1aa0148



• First and foremost, reduce drowning by eliminating “roller” 

currents below dams.

• Encouraging reliable fish passage possible where there are 

barrier structures. 

• Any community willing to fold those two things into a project can 

receive project and funding assistance.



• Safety: Eliminate recirculating currents across the entire width of 

the river.

• Fish Passage: Ensure biological movement at the widest range 

of flows possible. 

• Additionally, we encourage leaving the site friendly for local recreation, such as 

angling, trail uses, navigation of the river by various types of craft, with the idea of 

supporting local economic development and quality of life.

• FY 2021 Budget for dam mitigation was $1 million. The rivers program has been very 

successful at leveraging other moneys form other sources such as Federal Fish 

Passage Money and MFT to complete projects.

• Iowa’s program is getting national attention

• Federal fish passage from the infrastructure bill is going to be massive for the 

Midwest and there is additional money in the water quality bills in congress. 



THE BIG STORY FOR 

2022

35 Dams Mitigated or 

Modified Since 2008



Otranto at High water

• Otranto Dam - Gone



Otranto Dam Modification – Cedar River

West side of W-Weir East Side of W-Weir

Cross Vane 



Otranto Cross Vane Final Photo



Masson City



PROJECTS  UNDER 

DEVELOPMENT



State has applied for 

Federal Infrastructure to 

modify 3 State owned 

dams. Steamboat Rock, 

Lennon Mills and the Upper 

Iowa – Upper and Lower 

Dams



Steam Boat Plan View



Lake Panorama Lennon Mills 

Dam. Currently developing a 

plan for a Rock Arch Rapids and 

Cross Vane.



Upper and Lower Dam 

and the river in between 

is slated for stream 

restoration and removal 

on the Upper Iowa



Forest City In permitting and funds secured





Linn Grove: 







Central City construction has 

begun



PINICON RIDGE DAM  MODIFICATION PROJECT



Estherville Water Trails Project – West Fork of the 

Des Moines River





Des Moines Water Trails Projects

ICON

80 projects over 150 miles of 

access and dam modification 

projects

A bid has been accepted



Phase 1of the Des Moines River Water Trails Projects is scheduled 

to begin in the Spring of 2023. A single bid was accepted in 

November of 2022. The first set of projects will include the in water 

features and modification of the Scott Avenue Dam.



PROJECTS COMPLETED 

2021/2020







Littleton

Construction:



Littleton – Final Result



Troy Mills - Before



TROY MILLS PLAN VIEW





PROJECTS COMPETED IN 

2019



Grant Park: Final 



• Now that the dams are out 

the focus on restoration is up 

stream to stabilize banks 

and provide new access. 

There are a number of 

projects in the works.





Ft. Dodge After

From Salorville Dam North to 

Humboldt we have removed or 

modified 4 dams with only the 

Fraser dam left. For the first 

time in over 100 years our 

fisheries biologist are catching 

flathead catfish in Humboldt.



Mason City – Willow Creek

There is an additional 

project at the 12th street 

dam in Mason City which 

will be similar to the 

Riverside Park whitewater 

project in Ames.



COMPLETED PROJECST 

BEFORE AND AFTER



COGGON DAM - BEFORE

AFTER



VERNON SPRINGS - BEFORE

AFTER



Klondike Bank Project – Before/After

After After

Before



KLONDIKE DAM - BEFORE

AFTER



Olson Stream Bank – Before and After



CORN BELT DAM – DES MOINES RIVER

BEFORE

AFTER



BOONE WATERWORKS DAM - BEFORE

AFTER



GOLDFIELD - BEFORE

AFTER AFTER



ROCKFORD DAM - BEFORE

AFTER



BUCK CREEK CULVERT PROJECT - BEFORE



BUCK CREEK CULVERTS - AFTER
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